
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN SUPREME COURT 

45517 

ORDER PROMULGATING AMENDMENTS TO THE 

RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

WHEREAS, t:he Conference of Chief Judges and Assistant Chief 

Judges, the Cou:nty Attorneys Council Board of Governors, and the 

County AttorneyIs Association Board of Directors, having been fully 

advised of the premises of the annexed forms and Amendments to the 

Rules of Criminal Procedure, have recommended to the Supreme Court 

Advisory Committee on the Rules of Criminal Procedure and the Supreme 

Court the adoption of certain forms to be used in charging felony and 

gross misdemeanor cases and the amendment of certain Rules of Criminal 

Procedure in conformance therewith, and whereas, the Supreme Court 

is fully advised of the premises of said recommendations, 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered, that the annexed forms and 

Amendments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure be, and the same hereby 

are prescribed and promulgated for the charging of felony and gross 

misdemeanor criminal matters in the courts of the State of Minnesota. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that these amendments to the Rules of 

Criminal Procedure shall govern all criminal actions commenced or 

arrests made after 12 o'clock midnight June 30, 1980. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that true and correct copies of the amend- 

ments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure be made available upon request 

to persons who have registered their names with the clerk of this 

Court for the purpose of receiving such copies and who have paid $5.60 

which is the specified fee to defray the expense of providing the 

copies. 

BY ,THE COURT: 
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Amendments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure 

1. ' Rule 2. Complaint 

Amend the rule by adding the following new section, Rule 2.03: 

"Rule 2.03 Complaint forms--felony or gross misdemeanors 

"For all complaints charging a felony or gross misdemeanor 

offense the prosecuting attorney or such judge or judicial officer 

authorized by law to issue process pursuant to Rule 2.02 shall 

use an appropriate form authorized and supplied by the State 

Court Administrator. If for any reason such form is unavailable, 

failure to comply with this rule shall constitute harmless error 

under Rule 31.01." 

Amend the comment to Rule 2 by adding the following new section: 

"Rule 2.03 requires the use by the prosecuting 

attorney, judge or judicial officer of the uniform 

complaint forms supplied by the State Court Adminis- 

trato.r when charging a felony or gross misdemeanor 

offense. All efforts shall be made to obtain and 

implement these forms, but in the event the form is 

unavailable at the time the offense is charged, fail- 

ure to use the specific form is to constitute harmless 

error under Rule 31.01. 

"IExemplary copies of the mandatory forms are con- 

tained in the general form section of these Rules." 

2. Rule 11.06. Pleas 

Amend the last sentence to read: 

"The complaint shall be in the form prescribed by Rule 2.01 

and Rule 2.03 except that it need not be made upon oath and the 
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facts establishing probable cause to believe the defendant com- 
. 

mitted the offense charged need not be provided." t 

3. Rule 15.02. Acceptance of Plea; Questioning Defendant; 

Misdemeanor Cases 

Amend the second numbered paragraph to read: 

" 2 . Whether he realizes that the maximum possible sentence 

is 90 days imprisonment and $309 5 finerin the amount allowed 

by applicable law. (Under the applicable law, if the maximum 

sentence is 1essii.t should be so stated.)" 

Amend the comment to Rule 15.02 to read (second sentence of third 

full paragraph, p. 402): 

"Nevertheless, where a defendant is subjected to 

the possibility of as mtlek as a $390 fine in the max- 

imum amount allowed by law and 90 days incarceration, 

justice requires that the court inform him at least of 

his fundamental constitutional rights, the elements of 

the offense charged, and the possible consequences of 

a guilty plea." 

4. Rule 15.08. Plea to Different Offense 

Amend the third sentence to read: 

"The complaint shall be in the form prescribed by Rule 2.01 

and Rule 2.03 except that it need not be made upon oath and the 

facts establishing probable cause to believe the defendant com- 

mitted the offense charged need not be provided." 

5. Rule 17.02. Nature and Contents 

Amend the rule by adding a Subdivision 5 which shall read: 

"Subd. 5. Indictment and Complaint Forms--Felony and Gross 
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Misdemeanors. ' .- For all indictments and complaints charging a 

. 
felony or gross misdemeanor offense the prosecuting attorney 

or such judge or judicial officer authorized by law to issue 

process pursuant to Rule 2.02 shall use an appropriate form 

authorized and supplied by the State Court Administrator. If 

for any reason such form is unavailable, failure to comply with 

this rule shall constitute harmless error under Rule 31.01." 

Amend the comment to Rule 17.02 by adding the same new paragraph 

as for the Rule 2 comment as the third full paragraph on p. 412. 

6. Amend the illustrated felony and gross misdemeanor forms section 

by deleting Forms 1.01, 1.02, 1.03, 1.05, 1.16 and 1.21 and 

creating an illustrated form Sections A-J to be entitled 

"Mandatory Felony and Gross Misdemeanor Complaint and Indictment 

Forms" and to be inserted after Form 1.39. Forms A-J shall read 

as follows: 

Forms A-J 

MANDATORY FELONY AND GROSS MISDEMANOR 

COMPLAINT AND INDICTMENT FORMS 

The State Court Administrator shall supply the complaint 

and indictment forms. The prosecuting authority shall utilize 

forms provided by the State Court Administrator in the issuance 

of all complaints and indictments in felony and gross misdemeanor 

cases. 
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hI/i’NDATORY FELONY AND GROSS MISD~SMEANOR 

COMPLAINT AND INDICTh{EN-r I=ORMS 

For nl 

A. 

EL 

c. 

0. 

F’ -. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

1-I. 

1-2. 

1-3. 

I-4. 

J. 

Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detention for Felony or Gross Misdemeanor - 
single defendant, single page, offense description language. 

. . 
Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detention for Felony or Gross Misdemeanor - 
sjng)e defendant, single page. 

Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detention for Felony or Gross ,vjsde,meanor - 
single defendant, multiple page. 

Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detentjon for? Felony or Gross Misdemeanor - 
single defendant, single page. 
892(1976). 

See State v. Florence, 506 h’linn. 442, 239N.W.Zd. ~_____ 

Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detention for-Felony or Gross hlisdemeanor - 
single defendant, multiple page. 
892(1976). 

See State v. Florence 306 Minn. 442, 239N.W.2d ---. ---- ----- 9 

Complaint-Summons, Warrant, Order of Detktion for Felony or Gross Misdemeanor - 
mu1 tiple defendants. 

Complaint~Swnmons, Warrant, Order of Detention for Felony or Gross .‘\lisdeincartor - 
multiple defendants.-See State v. Florence,‘306 Minn. 239N.WZd 892(1976). 

Indictment, Pursuant to Rule -17.02, Subd. 2. 

Complaint/Intlictment Supplement. _ . 

Complaint Supplement. 

Complaint Suj>plement. 

Indictment Continuation. 

Standard Final page for any Complaint-Summons, U’arir 
for Felony or Gross Misdemeanors. 

ant, Order of Detention 
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